


Rule change Proposal 15.1

Rule:
15.1 Starting Play
15.1.3 	From the moment the Chief Referee gives the signal for play to start until the moment the
puck becomes “in possession”, all players, including the substitutes, who enter the match
must start play as per rule 15.1.1. After the puck becomes “ in possession”, players
entering the match from their substitution area may enter directly into play and shall enter
the water by the rule governing the substitution in use: deck, in-water, or end-line.

Proposal:
Add:
15.1.3.1	The water referees will signal Ready to start play (in accordance with 13.1.1) 
 followed by the signal of the chief referee. The water referees will maintain the	Ready to start play signal until either team touches the puck. At this moment the	water referees will lower their arms. This will be the indication for the chief referee	that the puck is “In possession”.

15.1.3 	From the moment the Chief Referee gives the signal for play to start until the moment the
puck becomes “in possession”, all players, including the substitutes, who enter the match
must start play as per rule 15.1.1. After the puck becomes “ in possession”, players
entering the match from their substitution area may enter directly into play and shall enter
the water by the rule governing the substitution in use: deck, in-water, or end-line.
15.1.3.1	The water referees will signal Ready to start play (in accordance with 13.1.1) 
 followed by the signal of the chief referee. The water referees will maintain the	Ready to start play signal until either team touches the puck. At this moment the	water referees will lower their arms. This will be the indication for the chief referee	that the puck is “In possession”.


Reason:
“in possession” is a critical moment for the chief referee, because he or she is looking at the players who are still swimming back to the end-line. 
It is also important to see if an advantage puck or penalty shot is taken in 5 seconds.
Furthermore  the entering of a player after a time penalty in the water is only when the puck is in possession. 
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