


Rule change proposal 17.3

Rule:
17.3 Time Penalty
17.3.1.1.1	The actual time penalty period does not start until the infringing player(s) is (are) in the penalty box. The penalty box is situated adjacent to the timekeeper’s table.

Proposal:
Add:
17.3.1.1.1	and until either team touches the puck
17.3.1.1.1	The actual time penalty period does not start until the infringing player(s) is (are) in the penalty box and until either team touches the puck. The penalty box is situated adjacent to the timekeeper’s table.

Reason:
According to rule 5.1 the captain can protest during the match and play (time) shall be stopped. Unfortunately this does not always happen, because the captain may “only” ask for an explanation of what exactly happened. This is often not looked upon as making a protest. The penalty time however will be started when the infringing player is in the penalty box but “game clock” will not .
 If, for example,  the player received a time penalty of 1 minute and quickly takes position in the penalty box  and the captain can stall the start of the advantage puck with 20 to 30 second by asking a few “innocent questions” , the penalized player is “only” out of the game for 30 to 40 seconds 
To change this in this rule will also create more consistency when looking at rule 17.3.1.3.
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